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dignity to Government buildings and of mak-
ing suitable connections between the great
departments . . . (V)istas and axes; sites for
monuments and museums; parks and pleas-
ure gardens; fountains and canals; in a word
all that goes to make a city a magnificent
and consistent work of art were regarded as
essential in the plans made by L’Enfant
under the direction of the first President and
his Secretary of State.

Washington and Jefferson might be dis-
appointed at the affliction now imposed on
much of the Capitol Grounds by the auto-
mobile.

At the foot of Pennsylvania Avenue
is a scar of angle-parked cars, in park-
ing spaces made available temporarily
during construction of the Thurgood
Marshall Federal Judiciary Building.
Once completed, spaces in the build-
ing’s garage would be made available
to Senate employees and Pennsylvania
Avenue would be restored. Not so. De-
spite the ready and convenient avail-
ability of the city’s Metrorail system,
an extraordinary number of Capitol
Hill employees drive to work. The de-
mand for spaces has simply risen to
meet the available supply, and the unit
block of the Nation’s main street re-
mains a disaster.

During the 103rd Congress and there-
after | proposed the “Arc of Park,” leg-
islation that would almost completely
eliminate surface parking. Under my
proposal the Architect of the Capitol
would be instructed to eliminate the
unsightly lots, and reconstruct them as
public parks, landscaped in the fashion
of the Capitol Grounds. A key element
of my proposal was that—to the extent
we continue to offer it—parking must
be put underground. | rise today to em-
phasize the need for us to remain fo-
cused—as we break ground for the Visi-
tor’s Center—on a project currently
being designed: an underground park-
ing structure.

One year ago the Architect of the
Capitol received approval from Chair-
man MCcCONNELL of the Rules Com-
mittee to proceed with preliminary de-
sign for an underground garage to be
located on Square 724, which is just
North of the Dirksen and Hart build-
ings. Upon completion it will replace
the existing lot of surpassing ugliness.
By getting cars off the streets and un-
derground it will bring us nearer to the
pedestrian walkways and parks McMil-
lan—and before him L’Enfant—envi-
sioned.

The final garage will include three
levels with capacity for 1210 parking
spaces. The 1981 report on the Master
Plan identified Square 724 as the site
for a future Senate office building.
Thus the garage will be designed and
constructed to accommodate an eight
story office building on top of it
should the need for such building ever
arise. The current plan, however, would
be to top the garage with a simply
landscaped plaza. Upon approving ad-
vancement with the design of the new
structure, Chairman McCONNELL stated
that, ““Square 724 appears to offer the
most cost-effective opportunity for
phased growth of Senate garage park-
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ing within the Capitol Complex.” | un-
derstand that this time next year, after
I have left this Body, the Architect of
the Capitol will ask Congress to appro-
priate the funds needed to actually
build Phase | of the garage, which will
accommodate 500 cars. And then fund-
ing will be crucial—with the Russell
garage in dire need of renovation and
the Capitol Visitor Center expected to
displace some parking. | urge you to
support the Architect in his request.

Today, as we break ground on a new
project, one that will nearly double the
size of the Capitol, let us not forget the
grand vision of the McMillan Commis-
sion from a century ago. Washington is
the capital of the most powerful nation
on earth, and deserves to look it.

THE F.I.LR.E. ACT

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, | rise
today to bring attention to America’s
local fire fighters who put their lives
on the line every day protecting the
lives and property of their fellow citi-
zens. When the call comes in, they an-
swer without question or hesitation.
Unfortunately, local and volunteer fire
departments are in dire need of finan-
cial support. The health and safety of
fire fighters and the public is jeopard-
ized because many departments cannot
afford to purchase protective gear and
equipment, provide adequate training,
and are short staffed. It is time for
Congress to lend them a helping hand.

That is why | have cosponsored a bill
in the Senate called the Firefighter In-
vestment and Response Enhancement
or FIRE Act. This bill, S. 1941, author-
izes a program granting up to one bil-
lion dollars for local fire departments
across our great country. The money
would be available to volunteer, com-
bination, and paid departments. It
would help pay for much needed equip-
ment, training, EMS expenses, appa-
ratus and arson prevention efforts and
a variety of education programs.

Wildfires across America and Mon-
tana are a growing threat. The FIRE
Act is especially critical for rural
states such as Montana as we rely
heavily upon our volunteer firefighters
to protect those things we hold dear.
Quite often these volunteer depart-
ments are the only line of defense in
these rural communities. It’s time we
provide them with the needed funds for
proper training and equipment to bet-
ter protect their communities.

I offer my sincere gratitude to our
Nation’s fire fighters who put their
lives on the line every day to protect
the property and safety of their neigh-
bors. They too deserve a helping hand
in their time of need.

I commend Senators Dobb and
DEWINE for introducing this important
legislation, and urge all my colleagues
who have not done so to sign onto this
bill. 1 would like to encourage the
Committee to hold hearings on S. 1941
and suggest that we continue to move
this bill forward toward ultimate pas-
sage.

June 20, 2000

Thank you Mr. President, | yield the
floor.

GUN VICTIMS OF TUESDAY, JUNE
20, 1999

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, it
has been more than a year since the
Columbine tragedy, but still this Re-
publican Congress refuses to act on
sensible gun legislation.

Since Columbine, thousands of Amer-
icans have been killed by gunfire. Until
we act, Democrats in the Senate will
read some of the names of those who
lost their lives to gun violence in the
past year, and we will continue to do so
every day that the Senate is in session.

These names come from a report pre-
pared by the United States Conference
of Mayors. The report includes data on
firearm deaths from 100 U.S. cities be-
tween April 20, 1999 and March 20, 2000.
The 100 cities covered range in size
from Chicago, Illinois, which has a pop-
ulation of more than 2.7 million to Bed-
ford Heights, Ohio, with a population
of about 11,800.

But the list does not include gun
deaths from some major cities like
New York and Los Angeles.

The following are the names of some
of the people who were Kkilled by gun-
fire one year ago today—on June 20,
1999:

Ed Barron, 20, St. Louis, Missouri,
Wayne Burton, 21, Baltimore, Mary-
land, Nigal H. Cox, 27, Houston, Texas,
Jermaine Davis, 39, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, Myron Frenney, 22,
Houston, Texas, Jose N. Garcia, 18, Chi-
cago, lllinois, Agustin B. Gonzalez, 21,
Houston, Texas, Fernando Gonzalez-
Cenkeros, 35, Tulsa, Oklahoma, Jovel
D. Gwinn, 22, Kansas City, Missouri,
Roshon Hollinger, 5, Atlanta, Georgia,
Antwaune Johnson, 29, Denver, Colo-
rado, Edward Johnson, 36, Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, Loris Larson, 35,
St. Louis, Missouri, Robert Mirabela,
20, Chicago, Ilinois, Frederick
Rathers, 16, Memphis, Tennessee,
Coartney Robinson, 20, Dallas, Texas,
Arnold Webb, 30, Detroit, Michigan.

In the name of those who died, we
will continue the fight to pass gun
safety measures.

| yield the floor.

ARREST OF VLADIMIR GUSINSKY
IN RUSSIA

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, |
rise today to express my deep concern
about the recent arrest in Russia of
Vladimir Gusinsky and its negative im-
pact on press freedom and democracy

under the leadership of President
Putin.
Mr. Gusinsky runs Media Most, a

major conglomerate of Russian media
organizations, including NTV, Russia’s
only television network not under
state control. Media Most is a rel-
atively independent force in Russian
news reporting, and its outlets have of-
fered hard-hitting, often critical ac-
counts of Russia’s brutal campaign in
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